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Meet Oxfordshire Advocacy Board of Trustees 
 
CHRIS BRIGHT - CHAIR 
Chris Bright is a solicitor who has worked in the areas of regulation and consumer protection 
for 30 years. He brings governance skills from roles in the public and voluntary sector, as 
well as experience of management issues in a law firm. 
 
In addition to OA he is sits on the Oxfordshire County Council Schools Admissions Appeals 
Panel. He was a founder of Advocates for International Development, A4ID, and lives in 
Oxford and is a past Member of the Competition Commission. 

 
HILARY BEALE 
Following a career in the world of social work and counselling, I retired in 2010 and since 
then have been heavily engaged in voluntary work. After some years of social work in the 
statutory sector I developed a training and teaching speciality, my final employment was as 
Programme Lead for the Social Work Degree programmes at Oxford Brookes University. 
Along the way I qualified as a counsellor and worked in a General Practice for a number of 
years. 
 
My voluntary work includes being a governor of a primary school, as well as a trustee of OA. 
In addition I have for many years been a Guide leader and continue to be a trainer for Guide 
leaders across the region. In addition I am a joint coordinator of a food bank, which gives me 
much insight into the social problems facing so many disadvantaged members of society. 
 
I have worked with many people with physical and learning difficulties and have 
considerable understanding of the difficulties so many of these client groups have in 
"Getting heard". I have caring responsibilities of my own, so hence my continuing interest in 
the work of OA. 

 
CLAIRE  WARD 
Hello, I am Claire Ward newly appointed Trustee, I currently work for Guideposts Trust as 
Oxfordshire’s Dementia Information Service Coordinator. I moved to Oxfordshire five years 
ago to study as a mature student and have lived here with my three children since. 
 
As a former youth worker and in my present role I encourage empowerment of the people I 
work with, my recent volunteer advocate training with Oxfordshire Advocacy was extremely 
useful and helpful in understanding Oxfordshire Advocacy and in my everyday work, 
particularly the national helpline that I also cover. Most importantly I now understand what 
a volunteer‘s role is as an advocate and the valuable asset they are to the service. 
 
I look forward to being a trustee and seeing Oxfordshire Advocacy gain strength and voice in 
supporting people to get their voice heard. 
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SUE JEFFS 
Advocacy services have played an important part in supporting the people Sue has worked 
with throughout her career. She has recently retired as Manager of the South and Vale 
Carers’ Centre. The Centre provides specialist advice, information, and support for unpaid 
carers of all ages, including young carers aged 8 to 17. Sue was previously an Assistant 
Director at Bracknell Forest Primary Care Trust, with responsibility for all of the PCT’s 
partnership work with the Local Authority and the voluntary sector. 
 
She also had responsibility for Continuing Care, and for mental health, and learning 
disability performance indicators. Previous roles have included housing development for 
Social Services’ clients, including the provisioning of special hospital units, and an early 
background in housing management for a community-based housing association.  
 
She also has experience of fundraising and financial management, and of serving on and 
chairing committees, in both a professional and a voluntary capacity. 

 
JOHN PARRY 
John was CEO of a UK wide charity which supports injured firefighters and those in need in 
the fire community.  John also worked for over 30 years in the public sector. He was Chief 
Fire Officer for Oxfordshire for ten years, and also had responsibility for a number of 
different areas in his time with OCC, including the Youth Offending Service, Gypsy and 
Traveller services and Community Safety.  
 
John lives near to Oxford, is married and has two children. His interests include mountain 
biking, karate, and looking after a small number of sheep that threaten to expand into a 
flock. 
 
ROBERT MATHERS - TREASURER 
Robert joined Oxfordshire Advocacy in September 2011 in the role of Treasurer, having 
recently retired from the post of Financial Director of a peace charity which operated in 
conflict areas around the globe, but particularly in Africa. Before that he trained as an 
actuary and worked in financial services for 35 years, holding a variety of positions both in 
the City and internationally. 
 

In addition to his work for OA, he advises at his local Citizens Advice Bureau. 

 

 

 

 


